
History of the House:
- House built in 1770’s by a smuggler, who was a respectable citizen by day, a

freebooter by night.  He was hanged in 1783.
- Purchased at auction in 1786 by a British expatriate, who lost it gambling and

committed suicide.
- Several new owner met ill-starred fates.
- During the Civil War, the house (which was in Northern territory) was surrounded by

Confederate troops for two days.  It was unharmed.
- The Yankees took back the hill on which the house stands, and arrested the

occupants--a mother and teenage daughter--as sympathizers.  The daughter died in
prison awaiting trial.  Her mother, heartbroken, sold the house soon after (in 1864).

- In 1865 strange occurrences began to be reported...there were screams late at
night, knocking on the walls that sometimes went on for hours, lights that floated in
the hallways, and at least one report of sighting a man in bloody clothes.  By 1867,
the haunting was violent enough for the house to be profiled in the famous,
“Hauntings in the Colonial States.”  One by one, the help quit, refusing to work in
such an environment.  The owner and his family left in the middle of the night in
June of 1867, refusing to speak of what happened.

- The house was closed up and abandoned.  It quickly took on an evil reputation, and
even tramps preferred to sleep in the open rather than try to take refuge inside.

- It’s now 1925.  The last of the owner’s family--the youngest daughter--has died,
leaving the house to her son and his wife.  This couple, a self-styled “count” and
“countess” (he bought his title, and she’s an ex-working girl) have returned from the
continent to claim and reopen the house.  They’ve invited the cream of society to a
housewarming fete.

During the party, the strange occurrences begin again.  The partygoers must figure out
what’s going on, and why.

What actually happened:
The daughter who had lived in the house in the 1860’s was the sweetheart of a man of
whom her mother disapproved.  When war was declared, this man became a captain in
the Confederate army.  During troop movements in the area, he volunteered to secure
the hill on which the house stood (ostensibly for tactical reasons, but actually to protect
the family).  The daughter knew of passageways built into the house by the original
owner (who was a smuggler, remember).  When the Yankees attacked, she hid her
wounded lover in a priest’s hole in the basement, without her mother’s knowledge.  She
never returned, there was no way to get out from the inside, and he died behind the
wall.  When he’s found, he can finally find peace, and the hauntings will end.

Things to make clear:
- There are passages in the house.
- The captain disappeared.
- The daughter died in prison.
- The house was surrounded, but didn’t fall.
- Priests’ holes open from the outside only.



- The house's hauntings involve blood and knocking, lights in basement, maybe a
“grey man.”


